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Chlorosulfonation of Ethylic Ester of 2,4-dichlorophenoxyacetic Acid
Mathematical modelling and optimization
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Antifungal properties of sulfochlorides, as well as the inexpensive synthesis, require  the complete study of
the chlorosulfonation process. In a previous paper the results of the mathematical modelling and yield
optimization were presented for the sulfochloride/ester molecular ratio M= 7, and variable temperature and
reaction time. In this paper, the mathematical modelling and chlorosulfonation yield optimization have been
made for variable sulfochloride/ester molecular ratio and reaction time. The obtained results were compared
to those previously reported and conclusions have been made on chlorosulfonation process for minimum
toxicity and maximum efficiency. Thus, a maximum yield of 76% has been obtained for the following
optimum values: M= 7, T= 600C and t =60min.
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Chlorosulfonation process is well known to be toxic and
the obtained sulfochloride exhibits a strong antifungal
activity. This property combined with the inexpensive
synthesis recommended the products for various
applications, one of the most important being preservation
and restoration of patrimony. In order to maximize the
reaction yield and to minimize contamination hazard, the
authors intended a complex and complete study on the
chlorosulfonation process of ethylic ester of 2,4-dichloro-
phenoxyacetic acid.

In a previous paper [1], the authors reported the obtained
results on establishing the influences of temperature and
reaction time on chlorosulfonation yield. In the same paper
the results of mathematical modelling and yield
optimization were presented for a molar ratio sulfochloride/
ester M=7 and variable temperatures and reaction time.
The established mathematical model is:

                (1)
where:

a=-52.752226, b=1.0575, c=1.6788262, d=-
0.0048858537 and e=-8.4811412e-05.

By considering the objective function described by
relation (1), the optimum yield for sulfochloride was 76%
and established values for the optimum of the decision
variables were: temperature T=600C and reaction time
t=60min.

In this paper, the mathematical modelling and
chlorosulfonation yield optimization has been made for
different values of sulfochloride/ester molar ratio and
reaction time, respectively. The obtained results were then
compared with those previously reported [1] and
conclusions were made for the chlorosulfonation process
to occur with minimum toxicity and maximum efficiency.

Experimental part
Materials and methods

Experimental strategy for the chlorosulfonation process
of the ethylic ester of 2,4-dichlorophenoxyacetic acid was
detailed in a previous article [1].  The main reaction is:
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The chlorosulfonic acid was cooled to 15oC and small
amounts of ester have been added, under vigorous stirring.
After the adding of ethylic ester of 2,4-dichloro-
phenoxyacetic acid has been completed, the temperature
increased to 50-60 oC and was maintained for 1 h  in order
to perfect the reaction. The reactants molar ratio is ester :
chlorosulfonic acid = 1:6 [1].

Finally the reaction mixture was purred on ice and the
precipited product was filtered, well washed on the filter
with water to eliminate the remanente acidity and then
dryed. The product has been purified by recrystalization
from ethanol and, finally a white powder has been obtained,
m.p.=69-70°C. The structures of the ethylic esther of 5-
sulfochloride-2,4-phenoxyacetic acid have been confirmed
through FT-IR spectra.

Results and discussions
Firstly, a mathematic model for the stationary regime is

required to be made so that it will describe the dependency
of chlorosulfonation yield on molar ratio chlorosulfonic
acid/2,4-dichorophenoxyacetic acid and reaction time [1-
3]. On the basis of the previously obtained results, the
experiment has been made at 600C, obtained data being
showed in table 1.

Experimental data were processed by the means of
TableCurve3D (TC3D) programme, obtaining the response
areas and then selecting the equations that best describe
the studies of the system behaviour [4]. TC3D provided
289 equations (fig. 1) the values of the correlation
coefficient being between 1 and 0.0915218.

The best equation is selected so the correlation
coefficient is bigger than 0.998, and the equation must be
simple in order to be easily used and the experimental
points to be well framed in the response area. A batch of
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42 equations was retained, and from them, on the reason
of the statistic parameters of the application (fig. 2) the
following equation was chosen:

   (2)

Coefficient values are: a= -120.655, b= 43.1, c= -3.125,
d=0.006, e= 0.042, f= -0.00048.

The response area described by the equation (2) is
showed in figure 3.

The analysis of the modelling adecvance [2,3] has been
made by the means of Fisher and Student tests, showed in
figure 2.

Table 1
         YIELD VARIATION WITH MOLAR RATIO

AND REACTION TIME

Fig. 1. List of the equations that
describe the dependency of the

yield  with molar ratio and
reaction time.

Fig. 2. Results for the analysis of
model equation 2
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Fig. 3. Response area described by
the equation (2)

Fig.  4. Experimental data, estimated values, residue and reliability range

In figure 4 are presented the statistic parameters [4-6]
that helped to appreciate the performances of the model
and comparison of the experimental values with those
estimated by the model.

On this purpose the medium, minimal and maximal
errors for the experimental data and model coefficients
were analyzed (fig. 5).

In order to view the optimum, a nonlinear optimization
problem has been made, in which the objective function
was the global yield characterized by equation 2. Decision
variable were: molar ratio chlorosulfonic acid/ 2,4-
dichlorophenoxyacetic ester and reaction time. The
restrictions imposed by reaction occurrence were: yield
η≤ 76%, reaction time t≥ 50 min and molar ratio M≤7, at a

Fig.  5. Medium, minimal and maximal absolute
errors for the experimental data and model

coefficients

temperature of T=600C and taking into consideration the
results obtained in article [1]. In those conditions the
optimum yield was 76% at M= 6.9 and t= 60min.

Stability analysis for the optimum (fig. 6) has been made
by simulation with the mathematic model described by
equation 2.

It must be highlighted the fact that for T=600C, the
optimum is maintained for a reaction time that could vary
with ±5 min. The second parameters, the molar ratio
chlorosulfonic acid/ 2,4-dichlorophenoxyacetic ester is
recommended to be maintained at  6.9. The variation of
the ratio with ± 10% has a piffling influence on the
optimum value. The increase of the ratio over 7, even with
10% decrease the yield with 2%.
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Conclusions
A mathematical model for the chlorosulfonation process

of the 2,4-dichlorofenoxyacetic acid ethylic ester in
stationary regime has been obtained and describes the
dependency of reaction yield with molar ratio clorosulfonic
acid/ester and reaction time, respectively, as a polynomial
of 3rd degree, the correlation coefficient being 1, so the
correlation is perfect.

The accuracy of the model estimations have been
studied by the means of statistic parameters, such as:
medium, minimal and maximal values for absolute errors
and experimental values of Student, Fisher tests, residues,
standard deviation, and reliability range limits.

Relative to the previous mathematical modelling, that
studied the dependency of the global yield with
temperature and reaction time, the same type of equation
has been obtained, but with different coefficient values.
Correlation coefficient and statistic parameters showed
that the model described by the selected equation is more
exact.

Mathematical model obtained has been used to optimize
the yield, using as decision variables molar ratio
clorosulfonic acid /ester and reaction time. The values for
the optimum yield and optimum for the decision variables
are close to those previously obtained.

Optimum stability analysis showed that a variation of
reaction time with ±5 min has no effect. But it is
recommended to strictly maintain the molar ratio

Fig. 6. Influence of the molar ratio chlorosulfonic
acid/ 2,4-dichlorophenoxaacetic esther

on chlorosulfonation yield

chlorosulfonic acid/ester at 6.9, bigger values decreasing
proportionally the yield.

So, in order to occur chlorosulfonation with minimum
toxicity and maximum efficiency (76%), the optimum
operating parameters will be molar ratio chlorosulfonic
acid/ 2,4-dichlorophenoxyacetic ester M=7, temperature
T=600C and reaction time t=60min.
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